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and had become so enamoured of the life led by him
and their sister in this quiet and beautiful vale, " far
from the madding crowd's ignoble strife/' that he had
formed the idea, if prospered during a few voyages,
of settling at Grasmere, and adding his worldly store
to theirs, in the hope of thus enabling Wordsworth to
devote his attention to his muse, unfettered by anxious
thoughts of a monetary character. " With this loving
object before him, he had made a voyage in the year
i Soi without success. Again, in the spring of 1803,
he sailed with the same hope in his heart, but only on
this occasion also to return, without having in any
degree been able to further its realization.

In the mean time, money which had been long with-
held from the Wordsworths by the former Earl of
Lonsdale, had been honorably paid by his successor.
Although the main object which Captain Wordsworth
had in view in his former expeditions thus no longer
existed, he decided once more to brave the fortunes
of the deep. Being, in the year 1804, appointed to
the command of the East Indiaman, Abergavenny,
bound for the East, he sailed from Portsmouth, in the
early part of 1805, upon a voyage on which many
hopes were built We are informed that on this occa-
sion the value of the cargo (including specie) was
^270,000, and that there were on board 402 persons.
Not only did Captain Wordsworth take with him the
share which had come to him of the money paid by
the Earl of Lonsdale, but also ^.1,200 belonging to his
brother William and his sister. The bright hopes were,
however, doomed to end in the saddest of disaster.
